
MCOA 2025 SPECIALTY 
CARTING SEMINAR 

 
MASTIFF CLUB OF AMERICA DRAFT TEST REGULATIONS  
 

The MCOA Draft Test is a series of exercises designed to demonstrate the abilities of purebred mastiffs 
in a land work capacity.  The performance of these skills is intended to demonstrate teamwork between 
dog and handler resulting from both natural ability, and training that is applicable to realistic work 
situations.  
 
Dogs must be willing to work with their handlers, and the exercises 
must be accomplished efficiently.  The goal of each handler is to 
maintain control while encouraging the dogs’ natural independence.  
Each handler must also demonstrate a working knowledge of drafting 
and be familiar with training and equipment.  
 

See MCOA Website for complete draft rules.  
 
CLASSES/TITLES 
 
There are three classes: NOVICE DRAFT (NDD), OPEN DRAFT (DD), AND BRACE DRAFT (NBDD). 
 

A. NOVICE DRAFT: the Novice draft class shall be open to all dogs who have not earned a title and for 
those dogs with a NDD title who wish to compete at the same level.  All exercises except obedience 
exercises are performed on leash.   

B. OPEN DRAFT: The Open Draft class shall be open to any dog that has earned a NDD Title. All 
exercises shall be performed off leash.   

C. BRACE DRAFT: The Brace Draft Class shall be for two or more dogs working together. Both dogs 
must have a NDD title.  All exercises will be performed on leash.  

 
The MCOA will also recognize draft titles from any breed club with AKC Recognized Parent Club Draft Titles.  
Current breeds that have AKC title recognition for their draft titles are Bouvier des Flandres, Bernese 
Mountain Dog, Belgian Sheepdog, Briard, Greater Swiss Mountain Dog, Mastiff, Leonberger, St. Bernard, and 
Rottweiler (carting).   
 
AKC recognizes these three MCOA draft titles, and you 
can complete an Approved Parent Club Title Application 
to add your MCOA draft title to your dog’s registered 
name.   
 
There is also a VIRTUAL DRAFT (VDD) draft title that you 
can earn.  The other draft titles are not pre-requisites for 
VDD.  This is a stand-alone challenge.  Exercises may be 
performed on or off leash. 
 
 



EXERCISES 
 
 Basic Control  / 

Harness & Hitch 
Maneuvering Freight Haul/Obstacles 

Novice / Brace • Heel off lead 
• Recall 
• Stand for harnessing 
• Group down 
• Hitching & Equipment 

Check 

• Hitching 
• Left Turn 
• Right Turn 
• Serpentine 
• High Narrow 
• Low Narrow 
• Gate 
• Back – 3 foot 

• Short Haul – ¼ mile, 50 
lbs. OR Long Haul – ½ 
mile, 25 lbs. 

• Intriguing Distraction 
 

Open Hitching & Equipment 
Check 

Novice exercises plus: 
• Back – 4 foot  
• Figure 8 
• Slow Haul 
• Fast Haul 

• Short Haul – ¼ mile, 
100 lbs. OR Long Haul – 
½ mile, 50 lbs. 

• Intriguing Distraction 

Virtual • Stand For Harnessing 
• Hitching 
Stay 

• Left Turn 
• Right Turn 
• Slow Haul  
• Fast Haul 
• Serpentine OR Figure 8 
• Back (4 feet) OR Pivot 

(180o) 

• High Narrow 
• Low Narrow 
• Removable Obstacle 
• Bump 
• Intriguing Distraction 

 
 
Physical praise and petting are allowed between and after exercises. Verbal praise is allowed during the 
exercises.  No food may be offered or carried into the ring.   
 
During the testing a handler may give commands, signals and encouragement to the dog by voice, and or 
arm/hand signal.  Multiple commands and/or signals are allowed.  The handler may not physically guide the 
dog.  While a handler may encourage his/her dog in a pleasant upbeat manner, constant yelling or reprimands 
are undesirable and may cause an exercise to be failed. 
 
A dog’s ability to perform assigned tasks with its handler is the primary quality emphasized in a draft test.  A 
dog that willingly and smoothly completes each exercise without physical assistance from the handler should be 
marked as passes.  To earn a title, all exercises must be passed.   
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Equipment Resources:  Remember, Google is your friend! 
 
www.wilczekwoodworksstore.com – carts, wagons, harnesses 
 
www.dogworks.com – harnesses and carts 
 
www.k9carting.com – sulky carts (carts with seats) 
 
http://www.nordkyn.com - harnesses 
 

 

 

Don’t leave straps 
dangling… 

“Shaft Brakes” keep the cart 
from running up on your dog. 

“Traces” attach the 
cart to the harness. 


